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DEAR FRIENDS,

As many of you have heard, I have been named the new Executive Director of New Orleans Area Habitat for 
Humanity. It is an honor and a privilege to serve in this position.

Everyone at Habitat stands on the shoulders of those who were here before us. I continue to be grateful for 
what my predecessors in marketing and fundraising did and the systems they put in place, because they still 
serve us today. I also owe a debt of gratitude to Jim Pate and Elizabeth Lisle, who led this organization for 
20 years. They had the incredible challenge of leading this organization through Hurricane Katrina and the 
recovery after. They built Musicians’ Village and were integral to the city’s revitalization. 

  @HABITATNOLA
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It’s impossible to talk about housing and my joining Habitat without viewing 
it through the lens of my experiences with Hurricane Katrina. Losing 
my home and having to shutter my business was a humbling experience. 
Struggling to find resources far from home gave me a very small dose of what 
so many in our community deal with not a once in a lifetime, but daily, in the 
struggle to find safe housing.

After several years of living in North Carolina, working and learning 
with nonprofits, schools, and public radio, I was recruited to 
come home—in every sense of the word—to New Orleans to 
become the Chief Advancement Officer at NOAHH. In the 
last five years, I discovered the greatest joy of my professional 
career working at Habitat.

While going to home dedications and meeting partner families 
doing their sweat equity hours, I learned their stories and what 
motivated them. It reminded me that we have everything in 
common with the families we serve. The only thing that divides us 
is opportunity. 

Habitat provides that opportunity. It isn’t just sticks and bricks; Habitat 
builds communities. Our partner families have the opportunity 
to buy homes at affordable rates. Our volunteers have the 
opportunity—and it is indeed an opportunity and honor—to 
get to know our partner families.

There’s a shared love for New Orleans and a desire to make 
our city a healthy, thriving place to raise a family. We all want 
to live where there are equal opportunities for everyone to find 
meaningful employment and to have secure and happy lives. 
We’re here to help build that. Going forward, our homeownership 
program will remain the core of our mission.

Looking ahead, we recognize that in our city, thousands of 
predominantly elderly or disabled homeowners are struggling to 
manage increasing healthcare costs, rising property taxes, Cole Williams at her home dedication



and home maintenance. We plan to expand our home repair 
program to help families stay in the neighborhoods they’ve lived in  
for decades. 

Of course, we will continue to host our signature events Songs 
From the Heart, Women Build, Bench and Bar, and Unity Build. 
These events help us raise funds and awareness, connect with the 
community, and build homes. 

Our two ReStores will continue to be a major part of our operations. 
The stores not only raise funds for NOAHH’s programs, they also 
provide affordable furniture, appliances, and renovation materials 
to the local community. I have learned first-hand how valuable 
that can be: I lost all of my furnishings and everything in my 
home during Katrina. I started out buying a few pieces at the 
ReStore, and since then, it’s been a cycle of gradual improvement. 
Now, my entire house is furnished with things purchased at  
the ReStore. 

I am looking forward to being very engaged with all levels of 
our community. Habitat must continue to deepen everyone’s 
understanding of how the issues surrounding poverty and 
workforce housing relate to their lives and their work. 

We thank you for your confidence in New Orleans Habitat. We 
will continue to be the best possible stewards of your gifts as we 
strive for affordable housing access in the New Orleans area.

Sincerely,

Marguerite Oestreicher, Executive Director 

New Orleans Area Habitat for Humanity

Finding Stability

“Lord have mercy, before I got into this program, I didn’t even 
know how to save a quarter,” Habitat homebuyer and retail worker 
Kellee Taylor said. “They showed me how to do everything. Every 
time I get paid, I put money to the side, and I don’t touch that 
because I know what it’s for. I still want to go shopping, but I want 
this for my house.” 

Cold statistics about rising rents and stagnant incomes do not do 
justice to the impact of cost-burdened housing. When a family 
struggles to make rent, necessities like groceries and electricity 
are sacrificed, especially if the family is a single parent taking care 
of three kids. When you read about cost-burdened housing, what 
you’re reading about is families making impossible choices just 
to get by.

Because of this, in 2015, New Orleans Habitat started building 
rental doubles as part of a program to help families and individuals 
stabilize their finances before moving on to homeownership. 
Since then, many families, including Kellee, have successfully 
become homeowners after rebuilding their lives. 

For Kellee, learning to be more responsible helped her get off 
Section 8 assistance. “I wasn’t paying my bills on time before the 
program, so I was worried I wasn’t going to make it through the 
process,” she said. “It feels very rewarding to succeed.”

With the incubator program, the affiliate is able to provide a hand 
up to those who need support before they become homeowners. 
Kellee attests: “I want everyone to know that you can do anything 
you put your mind to. Moving forward was scary at first. People 
don’t want you to succeed in life. The people at Habitat are here 
to help you and make it not so hard.”



There is a special connection made 
when you build a home alongside the 
future homeowner. Most volunteers who 
experience it discover that they have more 
in common with Habitat partner families 
than they ever would have imagined. At 
Women Build 2019, it was a recurring 
theme as hundreds of local women worked 
with Michelle White on her home.

“I’m really impressed by the different groups 
of women who came out,” Michelle said. 
“I’m meeting women with similar stories. 
We all have the same struggle. It doesn’t 
matter where we come from.” 

Michelle is self-employed as a massage 
therapist and nail technician. She promised 
her children that one day they would 
live in a home she owned, and she has 
worked toward that goal ever since. Her 
determination to keep that promise inspired 
many of the Women Build volunteers.

“I purchased a home for my two young sons 
as a single mother [at the time],” said Team 

Leader Karyn Kearney. “When I heard 
Michelle’s story, I knew it would be 
something we’d be proud to be part of.”

Karyn met Michelle during the build, 
stopping to have a long conversation  
with her.

“For me personally, seeing the photographs 
and watching the videos of the children—
and the pride that she has in being able to 
provide something lasting—it just touched 
my heart,” she said.

Three-year team leader Elizabeth Selasky 
has worked alongside partner families each 
year at Women Build. 

“It reiterates exactly what we’re out here 
doing,” said Elizabeth. “You can sense the 
feeling of accomplishment radiating off 
these homeowners. Until you experience it, 
you can’t explain it in words.”

Women Build started in 2017 as a way to 
raise awareness of the challenges women 
face in finding affordable housing. 

“Girl power all the way,” said Zoe Thibeault-
Stone, another team leader. “I’m all about 
women supporting women. I think that 
women are the key to making the world  
a better place.”

If you want to be part of Women Build 2020, 
email sassy@habitat-nola.org

Shared Values at Women Build

■ Michelle Dumont & Ragan Gankandorff
   The Badass Chicks
■ Riley Kennedy
   The Brick Freedias, Kappa & Chi O Alums,     
   WoW Factor: Women of Woodward
■ Amy Collins
   Coven
■ Cathy Gathamn, Ann Teague Landis, 
   Lauren Thibodeaux, Paula Peer
   The Design Build Chicks
■ Zoe Thibeault-Stone, Arianna Baseman, 
   Krista Casale
   Free to Be Power Yoga
■ Farrah Favaloro
   GE TOUGH
■ Sue Crabtree
   Hammer and Heels
■ Caroline Dobson, Taylor Duhon,  
   Julie Prechter  
   Jones Walker “She’s a Brick House”
■ Lindsay Hannah
   Krewe du Pontalba

■ Terri Dreyer
   Lipstick & Lumber
■ Karyn Kearney & Rona White
   MC Hammers
■ Beth Winkler & Rachel Smith
   Mighty Magnolias
■ Jill Dupre
   The NOLA Home Makers
■ Mamie Gasperecz & Kristen House
   Sweaty Betties of Gulf Coast Bank
■ Denise Puente & Kelly Theard
   Swingin’ Ladies (Hammers, That Is)
■ Melissa Schutz Lilly
   The Tool Chests
■ Ann Clayton Chamberlain
   Well Builts
■ Elizabeth Selasky
   Women’s Council of Realtors
■ Liz Broekman, Maria Hastak, Diane Powell
   Women With P.O.W.E.R. Tools

WOMEN BUILD 2019 TEAM LEADERS

Volunteers from Intralox and Reily Foods.

Gulf Coast Bank Sweaty Betties raising a wall.



Forever Homes

Tim Gray already knows how good it feels 
to find a “forever home.” While he’s new 
to our First Time Homebuyer Program, 
he’s been delivering dogs to their adoptive 
homes for three years now with the 
Villalobos Rescue Center. 

 Tim works and currently lives inside 
their main facility that houses hundreds 
of dogs of all breeds awaiting adoption. 
The shelter is the basis of Animal Planet’s 
show “Pitbulls and Parolees.” He began 
volunteering with the nonprofit as a way to 
stay active, and took on a full time position 
with the organization in 2016. 

Tim helps with transports, observes and 
records dog behavior for analysis, and 
makes sure his four-legged friends get 
the fresh air, activity, and socialization 
they need. The Vermont native has 
worked other jobs, from being a road 
manager for a punk band to kitchen 
work and management, but he’s learned 
over the years that he far prefers working  
with dogs.

“I spend pretty much all day 
outdoors, which is great because 
I’m not cooped up inside,” he said. 
Tim also enjoys skateboarding and 
rock climbing and is a natural fit 
for working sweat equity hours on 
Habitat build sites. 

“I’m a fairly self-motivated 
person, so I don’t like being idle,”  
he said, “I know that with 
homeownership, my dad tells me  
there’s always something  
to fix.”

Tim heard about the program through 
his friends and Habitat homebuyers Tyler 
St. Jean and Sarah Wood, who explained 
he didn’t have to be married or have 
children to apply. Not that Tim is really 
childless—he’s got three pitbull mixes: 
Jones, Alasaurus, and Gumba.

Jones has been with Tim since he moved to 
New Orleans 12 years ago, and Alasaurus 
joined them when Tim lived in Holy Cross. 
He met his 60 lb. “baby” Gumba two years 
ago when the butterscotch puppy was 
brought to Villalobos. After eight months 
of fostering, Gumba joined Tim’s family, 
and now he will get to live outside of the 
kennel in his own home for the first time. 

With that in mind, Tim selected a lot in 
the Lower Ninth Ward that has a big tree 
with lots of shade, a park just down the 
street for the pups to play, and less than  
a ten-minute commute to Villalobos. For 
Tim and his dogs, the house he will build 
there is a testament to years of work and 
personal growth to reach independence. 

“I spent a lot of my life doing things 
that I thought would make people like  
me instead of what I actually liked to 
do, and unfortunately that led to a few 
problems down here,” he said. He 
doesn’t like to think of this as wasted 
time, but rather years when he found  
out what didn’t work. Right before 
he started working at the rescue, 
he decided to get sober. He said 
everything since has been a step 
forward to a more stable chapter 

that includes something he 
never thought he would  

be able to achieve: 
home ownership.

“Owning a 
home is security, 
independence, 

just that feeling of 
satisfaction of saying 
‘I did that, cool, now 

what ’s next?’ ”

Tim looked at several home-buying options 
before coming to Habitat, including a 
grant program and a traditional mortgage 
from a local bank. 

“It’s a little daunting and a little confusing 
when you see all these numbers thrown 
at you,” he explained, “That’s why I liked 
this program. The time taken to educate 
you and really set you up to succeed, and 
how it’s broken down to where it’s not this 
whole big thing that you have to do to get 
to a house.” 

He credits his caseworker Patsy for 
answering his questions, working with 
him to meet qualifications, and removing 
the pressure from the process. He said he’s 
thankful to be a part of a program that 
helps people help themselves and provides 
a way for people to gain autonomy for 
themselves and their families. 



Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn had not heard of the ReStore before 
taking a field trip with his driver to New Orleans. What the 
mayor found was a place where the local community finds 
great deals on new or gently used materials for affordable home 
improvement. What he also found was a place where he loved 
to shop, a place that supported the community, and a place that 
could offer new jobs in Kenner.

He met Carmel Guitterrez, the cashier at the store on Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner, which is just a short walk from her home. 
Before the store opened in May 2019, she worked at the New 
Orleans store for several years, first as a volunteer and later  
as staff. “He came into the store and was tremendously impressed 

with our mission,” she said. “He fought extraordinarily hard for 
us and even sent customers our way.”

Zahn saw a place where jobs were being provided and families 
were working toward their goals of homeownership. The project 
was first presented in 2016 to then-acting Mayor of Kenner  
Mike Sigur. “Habitat explained what they wanted to do,” said 
Councilman Sigur. “The first thing my staff said was, ‘Wow, they 
really have their stuff together and know what they’re doing.’”

Sigur eventually moved to the Kenner City Council when Mayor 
Zahn took office. Not only does the store mean jobs in Kenner 
and raising awareness of Habitat’s mission, it means Mayor Zahn 
can find great deals.

“We are very happy to have the second ReStore in the New 
Orleans area located in Kenner,” Mayor Zahn said. “It’s a beautiful 
facility, and we want to thank Habitat for Humanity for what they 
do to help the community.”

Kenner Embraces New ReStore

For seven years now, Rickert Tile has kept their 
unused materials from going to the landfill by 
donating to our ReStore. What started back then 
has grown into a partnership that has seen amazing 
tile find a second life in bathrooms and kitchens 
around the New Orleans area.

Steve Rickert started the company in 1999 after 
working for other tile businesses, including his 
dad’s. Now, Steve’s grandkids work summer jobs 
in his store, and he distributes tile to wholesalers 
in nine states. He believes that the benefits of his 
growing family business shouldn’t be limited to just 
his own, and he’s found a way to share with families 
across the city. When he has good tile he can’t 
use, instead of taking it to the dumpster, he calls  
the ReStore.

Over the years, Steve’s company has made the 
ReStore a reliable place to find quality tile, meaning 
those looking to complete small projects or low-
cost renovations can find what they need with 
Habitat. By keeping materials affordable, Habitat—
with the help of companies like Rickert Tile—

also helps homeowners preserve and maintain  
their homes.

It also means a significant impact through 
Habitat’s mission, as all sales at the ReStore fund 
home-building in the city. With the new store in 
Kenner, Habitat has doubled the impact of our 
ReStores. More materials are kept out of landfills, 
and more donations means more support for our 
programs. It also means expanding our reach 
to raise awareness of housing needs—every 
new customer is a potential new advocate for  
our mission.

Contact Richelle at richeller@habitat-nola.org to 
schedule a free donation pickup for your business

ReStore Partner: Rickert Tile A LOOK AT 
WHAT YOUR 

HARD WORK & 
SUPPORT HAS 

ACCOMPLISHED 
SINCE KATRINA:

535 
new homes built

(including 57 rentals)

214 
homes repaired

188,424 
volunteers

4 MILLION 
volunteer hours  

(or 450 years  
of work) 

To volunteer with NOAHH, 
email Sheeri at 

sheerib@habitat-nola.org or 
call 504-861-4121.



Bench & Bar Build

On September 28th, attorneys and other local legal professionals 
welcomed special guests Judge Regina Bartholomew-Woods, 
Judge Piper D. Griffin, and Judge Robin Pittman in an unusual 
setting: a Habitat build site.

Prior to Hurricane Katrina, members of the legal community 
teamed up regularly to give back at Bench & Bar Build. In 
2018, NOAHH hosted its first Bench & Bar since Hurricane 
Katrina; in 2019, the build grew even more, with more than 
60 volunteers working tirelessly through the day with 14 local 
firms and legal services organizations raising nearly $20,000  
for Habitat. 

For many volunteers, Bench & Bar Build provided an 
opportunity to act on shared values and forge new friendships. 
“I appreciate the opportunity to not only work with members 
of the legal community who share my compassion for helping 
others, but also to help a family realize their dream of 
homeownership,” stated Judge Piper D. Griffin. “It is all such a 
humbling experience.”

Judge Griffin found the opportunity to work alongside 
partner families to be unique. “It is so rewarding to watch 
as a new home for someone you do not know takes shape,”  
Griffin shared. 

Bill Wright and Cassie Gailmor of Deutsch Kerrigan were 
instrumental to the build’s success. Bill, honorary chair of 
Bench & Bar and former president of NOAHH’s Board of 
Directors, recruited 12 firms to sign up as build sponsors.

“A Habitat build is an excellent opportunity to 
network with fellow attorneys and local judges, 
while working side by side with a hardworking 
future homeowner,” said Bill.

Cassie led the Young Lawyers Section’s recruiting efforts for 
last year’s build. “I was newly pregnant [during the build], so 
my abilities were limited,” said Cassie. “I decided to recruit my 

dad, who is a professional contractor. It turned out that my 
pregnancy wasn’t an issue—there were plenty of jobs for me to 
do—and my dad fell in love with Habitat! I know the work we 
did changed the life of the family that moved into that home, 
but it also changed my family’s life.” 

2019 BENCH 

AND BAR 

SPONSORS

Baker Donelson

Galloway Johnson 

Bourgeois Bennett

Chaffe McCall

Jones Walker

Shields | Mott 

Thomson Reuters

Deutsch Kerrigan

Gainsburgh Benjamin 

Butler Law Firm

Herman Herman & Katz 

MAPS

Kean Miller

Phelps Dunbar

Chris Joseph of Shields Mott



When you give to those in need, it not only gives 
them hope and support but also makes you more 
aware and feel more connected to the people who 
benefit. Your giving should reflect your interests 
and values. For example, do you have a hobby or 
interest? Are you a member of an organization 
that has budgeted funds for charities? 

Recently, NOAHH received a most generous gift 
of $10,000 from the National Mah Jongg League. 
David Unger, league President, said that each 
year, a percentage of the proceeds from the sales 
of the League’s Official Rule Cards go directly 
to charitable organizations across the country. 
Last year, they donated $1.5 million across the  
United States. 

Mah Jongg, from the Chinese meaning “sparrows”, 
is a game of skill and chance, usually played by 
four people, in which game pieces known as 
Tiles, bearing various designs, are drawn and 
discarded until one player has an entire hand of 
winning combinations. 

In the fall of 2018, David and his brother Larry 
made a trip to New Orleans on a fact finding 
mission. After visiting one of our build sites 
David said, “Being able to see firsthand a home 
being built and to know this home will truly 
change someone’s life is something the National 
Mah Jongg League can get behind. Playing the 
game of Mah Jongg is great, but giving money 
back to a community in real need is even greater.” 

A Giving Game: How Mah Jongg Gives Back

Bill Baumann has worked for Freud Tools in New 
Orleans for five years now, selling Diablo saw 
blades that NOAHH uses. He admired Habitat’s 
work with local families for years and reached 
out to Habitat to learn how he and his employer 
could become involved in our mission. “Our 
organizations are a great complement to each 
other,” he said, “At Freud, we aspire to not only 
be good for the worker, but good for the world.” 

He attended Cole Williams’ home dedication in 
January and was impressed by the commitment 
of the home-buyers, the quality of the homes, and 
the ways in which the organization makes them 
affordable. “Having an economics background, 
I like to see those organizations that can build a 
community from the ground up, to help promote 
a sustainable, financially positive environment 
for individuals,” he said. 

Baumann arranged for Freud Tools to donate 
six months’ worth of replacement blades to use 
on Habitat build sites and is in the process of 

organizing a volunteer day for his coworkers. He 
said that he looks forward to Freud’s gift rippling 
throughout the city of New Orleans. 

“That little bit of effort, that little bit of money 
actually builds a system to keep perpetuating 
for future generations,” he said, “it’s a great way 
to leverage anything that you give, whether it’s 
volunteerism, money or both.”

To donate tools or materials, please contact Jim 
Dempsey at jimd@habitat-nola.org.

I Came, I Saw, I Gave Back

WHY WE BUILD

There are many challenges 
in finding affordable 

housing in New Orleans. 
Rents and home prices 
have risen significantly, 
as have property taxes 

and other housing costs, 
while wages remain 

stagnant. Here’s a look at 
the current landscape of 

housing and income:

64% 
of renters in New 

Orleans paying more 
than a third of their 
income for housing

34.6% 
of employed women 

in Louisiana work 
low or minimum  

wage jobs.

56% 
of single-mother 
families in New 

Orleans live 
in poverty.

The eviction rate 
in New Orleans is 

5.2% , 
nearly double the 
national average.

A minimum wage 
worker must work 

138 
hours a week to 

afford an average 
3-bedroom 

apartment in  
New Orleans.

Data taken from studies 
by JPNSI and Loyola 

University New Orleans, 
Greater New Orleans 
Foundation, NLIHC, 

the NHC, and Harvard 
University’s State of the 

Nation’s Housing report.



Tyrone Morgan was one of the first people to pick a lot on  
Hermes Street. 

 “There was only one house being built out there, and it was on the 
opposite side of the street,” said Tyrone. “The street was blank. I 
thought I’d be all by myself.”

He chose Hermes Street because it was a familiar area near a major 
bus route, grocery stores, good schools, and family.

“I could literally walk three blocks to my mom’s house,” he said. “I 
know a lot of people already in the neighborhood.”

Two years later, he has seen eight new Habitat homes built on his 
block. The neighborhood was made possible because of a generous 
donation of land from the Lupo family. The lots they owned in 
New Orleans East included the sites of the first Women Build 
and the second Unity Build. Their gift has transformed empty 
space into a thriving neighborhood and provided 14 families and 
individuals with the opportunity for affordable homeownership, 
including Tyrone’s.

“It’s fun living next to [the other Habitat homebuyers],” he said. 
“We’re so up on it. We text each other, ‘hey there’s a guy out there.’ 
We watch out for each other. Make sure they’re all right.”

His new home has brought Tyrone independence, self-reliance, 
stability, and privacy that he never had before.

 

“I don’t have to hear neighbors banging on the walls next door,” he 
said. “Or hear their smoke detector’s going off, and I’m thinking 
this double’s gonna burn down. There’s no rodents and termites. I 
wanted my own personal space. I wanted to put Christmas lights 
on my house. I leave a Christmas tree up all year and decorate 
it for every holiday. And central air, that’s amazing. No more 
window units, no more shotguns.”

Homeownership also means a step up from unfavorable living 
conditions forced upon partner families by high rental rates and 
substandard housing options. For Tyrone, it means no more over-
crowding.

“My kids love it,” he said. “When we first moved in, they thought 
they still had to share a room with us. We had to leave them in 
their room and tell them, ‘Spend the night here. It’s okay.’”

He has already customized their rooms: “I had to mix glitter in 
the paint for my daughter so her wall could glitter when the light 
comes on. She was already writing on the walls. I don’t mind. It’s 
her wall. I got all the Paw Patrol stickers all over for my son. I got a 
dog for my kids. I got a big yard for them.” 

Being able to provide better for his children and finding stability 
has given Tyrone more than just a better home: “I’m confident,” 
said Tyrone. “I feel like an adult. I feel like a man. That’s a  
good feeling.”

A Home on Hermes Street



“In times of my life, there were moments 
where home was not a guaranteed ‘thing.’ 
My father tried but struggled to keep his 
family in a safe and secure environment and 
home. These early memories made a lasting 
impression because our constant move from 
home to home gave me a feeling of insecurity 
and the knowledge of what I wanted and 
did not want for myself in the future.” 

– Rashad Magee, Pat O’s Kitchen Staff

“Becoming a homeowner has always been 
a major goal for me to accomplish because it 
would be something to pass on to my children.”  

–Niquia Hayward, Service Industry

“I felt like I won the lottery. I moved in the 
same day I closed. I moved everything in that 
same day. I didn’t wanna hesitate, didn’t wait. 
The house is mine. They can’t put me out of it.”  

 –Michelle McDaniel, Parks and Parkways 

“I could leave this house to my kids. All that  
means something to me. To get them a 
little head start. I saw my parents struggle, 
so I’m trying to make that better for them. 
Keep it in the family. You know how people 
say a false sense of security? This is a good 
sense of security for me. As long as my 
mortgage is paid, I’m happy to be home.”  

–Tyrone Morgan, Convention Center Staff

“All my hopes and dreams have come to light. 
After it’s all said and done, my son and I will 
have a place of our own, to call our own.” 

– Vicki Griffiths, Nursing Home Employee

“I have been through so much in the last few 
years—from sleeping in the streets to crashing 
family members and friends’ homes. ‘Having a 
roof over my head, without it being my own,’ 
went through my head even in my dreams.”  

–Leonard Price, Parks and Parkways 

WHAT HOME 

MEANS TO 

HERMES 

STREET



Music is the heart of New Orleans culture. 
NOAHH’s most recognized project—the 
Musicians’ Village—is testament to that. 
The project featured 72 single-family homes 
designed to attract musicians and culture-
bearers back to New Orleans following 
Hurricane Katrina. It is often the support 
of other artists that enables NOAHH to 
continue its outreach and construction. 

In December 2018, NOAHH hosted the 
first-ever Banga Build at the request of Tank 
& the Bangas, who had been catapulted to 
the national stage after their Tiny Desk 
Concert on NPR. Over 30 volunteers, 
consisting of band members, label 
employees, and fans, attended the two-day 
build in New Orleans East. It raised over 
$8,000 for New Orleans Habitat.

“The coolest part was to actually rebuild 
your own city with your own sweat and 
your own hands,” frontwoman Tarriona 
“Tank” Ball said. 

Following the build, during which Tank 
worked side-by-side with future homebuyer 
Lavonne Jarrow, the band performed on 
her porch. “To sing in front of that home, 
and be the first music to ever be heard in 
front of those walls and with the people in 
that community, it was pretty freakin’ cool,” 
Tank recalled.

In September 2018, New Orleans-bred, New 
York-based John the Martyr performed a 
benefit for NOAHH. Band member and 

New Orleans native Kyle Ridley said they 
sold nearly 400 tickets for the show, which 
served as a reunion for friends and family. 

“It was really our first show back in New 
Orleans outside of Bayou Boogaloo. To play 
Tipitina’s was an awesome experience.” Kyle 
spent the day prior to the show on a build 
site and getting to know the Habitat staff. 
John the Martyr donated proceeds from the 
concert to NOAHH.

Local musicians benefit directly from  
these efforts. 

“Once I get the house, it’s going to be a drastic 
change,” remarked future homebuyer Alex 
Canales, a musician and long-time renter. 
“I get an entire house, and I’ll be paying half 
of what I would be paying for rent.” 

Affordable housing is a huge shift for 
Canales, who once left a three-hour 
gig  with $13 in his pocket. Whether 
their motivation is affordable housing, 
adequate living space, or financial stability,  
 

homebuyers like Alex have trodden paths 
to homeownership that are unique and 
inspiring. Their experiences with Habitat 
have other local musicians exploring 
the possibility of putting down more 
permanent roots as well. 

“I want to build here. I want to live here 
because I truly, truly love it,” Tank revealed. 
“And if something happens, there are folks 
like Habitat for Humanity that will be right 
there to help you rebuild your life again.”

Kyle from John 

the Martyr on site.

Culture of Giving: Musicians at Habitat

Tank and the Bangas with homebuyer Lavonne Jarrow.



Dave Phillips volunteered at a Chicago-area Habitat for years until 
he sought to escape his hometown winters. In 1997, Dave began 
volunteering with New Orleans Habitat for two weeks in December.

“Once I discovered that New Orleans had a very active Habitat, 
it ended up being a reason to go down and do the same thing,”  
Dave said.

By 2003, Dave had extended the annual trip to five months, living on 
his boat and volunteering for Habitat a couple days each week. When 
Dave’s parents passed away, he pledged $30,000 of his inheritance 
to New Orleans Habitat. With that came one special request: ask 
Habitat donors to match that pledge as part of a campaign to build 
a full house. 

That campaign is off to a strong start with long-time supporters 
nationwide stepping up to meet this match in creative ways.

Peter Schiller and Diana Castillo of Berkeley, CA, are hosting a 
fundraiser like they did after Hurricane Katrina. “It builds self-
reliance in the people that you’re helping, and it builds a stronger 
community,” Schiller said. “Most importantly, it has an impact that 
will benefit the families that you’re helping for many, many years into 
the future. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Diane Dreher, a professor at Santa Clara University, 
donated proceeds from book sales to Habitat; then, she asked her 
readers to contribute to the matching campaign as well. 

Mike Finn of Fennville, MI, has supported New Orleans Habitat 
since he volunteered on the Musicians’ Village while accompanying 
his friend Steve Simmons to Voodoo Fest. He was enthusiastic about 
making an additional gift to match Dave’s gift to honor Steve, who 
passed away in 2015 after a battle with cancer. “We viewed the work 
as a small way to pay back those who provided us with so much 
enjoyment over the years,” Mike said. 

To contribute to Dave’s challenge, email Jim at jimd@habitat-nola.org.

The Dave Phillips Matching Challenge Grant 

Dave Phillips and  

friends at Jazz Fest.

This year, NOAHH served as a charity partner with the Allstate 
Sugar Bowl Crescent City Classic for the first time. Board members, 
employees, volunteers and supporters banded together as the 
“Blade Runners” for the 6.2 mile trot from the Superdome to City 
Park, raising over $7,000 in the process.

Joelle Boudreaux, a former employee of Lafayette Habitat, traveled 
two and a half hours to run for NOAHH. “I’ve had Habitat in my 
heart for about a decade,” she explained, “You’re helping someone 
help themselves. You can break the cycle of poverty. You can do 
many things. You can volunteer on site or in the ReStore. Or you 
can run a charity race. Whatever it is, you can make a difference.” 

She didn’t even let an injured foot stop her from competing in this 
year’s race.  “It’s worth it. I still have endorphins running through 

my body,” she said. “What pushed me through was I was running 
for Habitat.” 

For Director of Operations Kevin Hebert, the Classic provided the 
perfect overlap for his job and his hobby. He ran the race for the 
first time last year, and set a personal record of 42 minutes. This 
year’s race was less about setting records.“I love the work that I do 
with Habitat and I love running, so I think being a part of this team 
is really exciting,” he said, “Sometimes running feels like a very solo 
activity, so to run with some of my coworkers and other friends of 
Habitat, and not really worry about time or pace is a lot of fun.”

To #RunForHabitat in the 2020 Crescent City Classic, email 
runforhabitat@habitat-nola.org

Run For Habitat



Regulars: NCSY
Most people who visit New Orleans don’t just visit once. Visitors 
tend to return often, enchanted by the city’s unique culture, food 
and music. Ethan Katz returns for a different reason.

NCSY is an international organization focused on service 
experiences for Jewish youth. When Ethan, NCSY’s National 
Director of Relief Missions, first came to New Orleans with the 
organization, it was six months after Hurricane Katrina made 
landfall. Since then, he—along with about 20 teenagers and a 
handful of staff—has come to volunteer up to eight times per year.

“And it’s only going to increase from here,” said Ethan.

Thus, a partnership was born that Ethan believes will last a 
very long time. While building houses and restoring a sense of 
community is necessary work, Ethan said the primary goal of  
NCSY is to educate the teens in the organization. NCSY’s mission 
is to help Jewish teens lead more purposeful and meaningful lives. 

“Most of these teens grew up in a bubble,” said Ethan. “[They] 
never see poverty, never understand there’s a world outside their 
little community that actually exists.”

Ethan encourages the teens to think about what they have 
compared to what others might not, giving them a sense of what 
it really means to be a volunteer.

“We talk about social justice and the Jewish path to social justice,’” 
said Ethan. “The first part is becoming aware that it exists.”

From laying floorboards to raising walls to moving soil, Ethan 
and the NCSY have done it all. But two experiences stand out to 
him: The first was on their first visit after Hurricane Katrina. He 
said the teens were so motivated to finish their work that when it 
started raining, they refused to stop.

The second was about two years ago. The group was digging out 
a driveway that would not budge. It started to rain, and the teens 
told Ethan that God had answered their prayers because they 
could finish the job since the ground was now soft. They finished 
the job that day, but still spoke about it three months later. These 
experiences have inspired Ethan to keep coming back.

“We’re regulars,” said Ethan. “The beauty of being a regular at 
Habitat is that you don’t know what you’re going to get. Volunteer 
work is not about what we want to do; it’s about what the 
community needs.”

BLUEGREEN VACATIONS
Bluegreen Vacations celebrated the opening of The Marquee with a Habitat build, bringing Sasha Pieterse from Pretty Little Liars, Anne Winters 

and Brandon Larracuente from 13 Reasons Why, Amanda Brugel from The Handmaid’s Tale, Sharna Burgess from Dancing with the Stars, Annie 

Ilonzeh from Chicago Fire, Jason Lewis from Sex and the City, and Miss USA 2015 Olivia Jordan to site.



Odalis Avila says she follows her sister 
Florinda everywhere. Whether it was in 
their home country of Honduras, or from 
Honduras to New Orleans, Odalis always 
wanted to be near her sister. Now, she 
hopes to follow in Florinda’s footsteps by 
becoming a Habitat homeowner.

Florinda applied after being referred by 
her employer. With the help of Odalis and 
others, she received the key to her home on 
America Street in New Orleans East in June 
of 2016.

Prior to moving into their new home, 
Florinda said her two children shared a 
room in their small apartment. The times 
were difficult, but with encouragement 
from her sister, she was able to press 
forward.

Now, Florinda’s children each have their 
own rooms, they’ve become best friends 
with the family that lives across the street, 

and they’re helping make the same dream 
come true for Odalis.

“My sister is a role model for me,” said 
Odalis. “She kept telling me to go to 
Habitat, so I could buy a house just like her. 
I was approved right away thanks to her 
help. We’ve always been close, and now our 
relationship is even better.”

Florinda knows that Odalis can achieve any 
goal, no matter the challenges; she worked 
her sweat equity hours while working at a 
hotel and raising a 16 year old daughter. 

“I admire my sister,” said Florinda. “She’s 
very strong. She doesn’t depend on anyone. 
Whenever she wants something she sets 
her mind on it and she does it. “

Florinda knows homeownership will 
change her sister’s life: “I was paying $1000 
a month at this awful apartment before. 
Now I can still afford to pay for my home, 
and we get to have three bedrooms.”

You may not expect to find a bespectacled Classical Studies 
professor on your average build site, but Dr. Dennis Kehoe has 
been a familiar face to NOAHH since 1991. 

“I first went with a Tulane Catholic Center group and ended up 
becoming friends with the construction supervisor,” he said. “I 
kept going back and eventually became a board member.” 

Since 2007 he’s been encouraging his students to connect with 
their communities in his course “Non-Profits and Community 
Engagement.” Students spend three Saturdays of the semester 
working on Habitat homes.

“It gets them out of the Tulane bubble,” he says. “Working all day 
physically is something that many students aren’t very familiar 
with. I think that they learn what it’s like to do this kind of labor 
and how much work goes into building a house.” 

What Kehoe says is most valuable is the social capital built between 
the students and Habitat partner families. Working side by side on 
site, students are able to connect with community members they 
wouldn’t encounter on campus. 

“The best experience of this was this past year when they worked 
with a homeowner that was really young,” he explained. “That 

was a really nice experience because they were close in age, but 
had very different backgrounds and it was great for them to get to 
experience that.”

Overall, Kehoe believes that what students gain from a day on site 
is just as valuable as a day in the classroom.

“They learn the humility of volunteering,” he said. “Sometimes 
they have to do jobs that are not particularly exciting, but they do 
them. They work really hard and do a fine job.” 

Home Schooling

“Nothing is difficult if you’re 
willing to work. Now I ’m 

just excited that I ’m going to 
get my house just like  

my sister.” 
 - Odalis Avila

Following in Her Footsteps



When he was four years old, Henry Bost was 20 
blocks away from the World Trade Center on 
September 11. 

“When we were finally granted access by the police 
to return home that night, the shock wave had 
broken all of the windows, coating our apartment 
in a layer of the ‘dust’,” he said. “We were displaced 
and ended up living in student apartments. This 
gave all of us a first-hand experience of what it is 
like to be displaced from your home by tragedy.”

When Henry was eight years old, his grandfather 
called to let them know he was evacuating New 
Orleans to North Carolina. 

“My grandfather’s house had upwards of 10 feet of 
water,” Henry said. “He was never able to return.”

He and his two moms visited the city many 
times, and he spent a summer interning with an 
architectural preservation and consulting firm 
here. After going to college for a few years, he 
decided a different path was more appropriate. 

“My parents were supportive of this, under the 
condition that I found something ‘real’ to do with 
my time,” he said. “They suggested me doing a 
year of Habitat for Humanity in New Orleans and 
experiencing all that the city had to offer.”

Henry learned so much in his first year with 
NOAHH as an AmeriCorps construction crew 
leader that he decided to return for a second.

“I was challenged a lot by the demands of the job 
and felt that I had at least another year’s worth of 
experience to gain and skills to learn,” he said.  

AmeriCorps is a national program for young 
people, who serve at nonprofits around the 
country for a year, learning new skills and making 
life-long connections. 

“It made me grow and mature in ways I would 
never have envisioned prior to starting my term,” 
Henry said.

AmeriCorps members are trained by NOAHH 
staff and support site supervisors. They often lead 
volunteers groups and teach them the day’s tasks. 
Henry found unexpected ways to use skills he 
already had.

“Roofing in the summer sun with two French 
interns who didn’t speak much English was 
interesting,” he laughed. “I used my eight years of 
French classes to convey the key points of rooftop 
safety as best I could. ‘Vous ne fall off the roof pas, 
d’accord?’ They got the idea.”

To be a New Orleans Habitat AmeriCorps, email 
americorps@habitat-nola.org.

Learning and Growing as AmeriCorps
2020 WILL 

MARK THE 15TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
OF HURRICANE 

KATRINA. 

The flooding changed 
millions of lives, displaced 
hundreds of thousands of 

people, and forever altered 
our city. It also brought 
people from around the 
world to support us in 

our time of need. Without 
the work of thousands 
of volunteers, the city’s 

recovery would have  
been impossible. 

NOAHH will be hosting a 
special reunion build on 

Saturday, August 29, 2020 to 
honor those who were part 
of rebuilding. To recognize 

those who served and honor 
the memory of those lost, we 
invite you back for a special 

one-day build.

Were you a volunteer or 
donor with us between 2005 

and today? Sign up to be 
part of this special build: 

katrina15@habitat-nola.org.



OUR UNITY BUILD 2019 PARTNERS

Unity Build

Unity Build, which spanned every weekend in October, 
brought together 15 different congregations from all over the 
New Orleans area. These groups have different backgrounds 
and different practices, but they all found they shared the  
same mission. 

“People from different backgrounds, different faiths, different 
races all working together for a common good and cause is 
great,” said Andrew Crosby of First Baptist Church. 

This year, the home was built for and with Latonya Toomer, a 
food technician with a local nonprofit. She and her 13 siblings 
were raised by her father, who taught her about hard work. 

“This whole thing just makes me feel wonderful, because all of 
these people are out here for me,” she said. “To God be the glory, 
I’m thankful.”

Through Unity Build, churches, synagogues, temples, and 
mosques hope to inspire people with their work.

“Some people don’t think they can ever own a home,” said Sue 
Bonseigneur of Household of Faith Family Worship Church. 
“To see other people come out from the community and help 
them to accomplish their goal is truly a blessing. I think it gives 
people a sense that people still care.”

Hal Levkowitz of Shir Chadash was excited about his synagogue’s 
first year with the build. He felt a sense of unity building with 
other congregations.

“It’s great just to be able to participate in helping others as one 
community,” he said.

Pastor Torin T. Sanders of Sixth Baptist Church talked about 
why his church returned to the build for their third year.

“A lot of people talk about their faith but we encourage people 
to walk their faith,” he said. “Faith without works is dead, as the 
Bible says. It’s what you get more than what you’re giving, because 
you get a lot out of when you see the faces of the families.”

First Baptist New Orleans 
Franklin Avenue Baptist Church  
Greater New Orleans  
Unitarian Universalists  
Household of Faith  
Family Worship Church  

John Calvin Presbyterian Church  
Lakeview Presbyterian Church  
NCSY 
Rayne Memorial United Methodist Church  
Shir Chadash  
Sixth Baptist Church  

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church  
St. Charles Avenue  
Presbyterian Church  
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
St. Pius X  
Trinity Episcopal Church 

“If I were still renting, I would not have had 
the time or resources to go back to school 
full time. This has happened within months 

of becoming a homeowner. It is the best 
thing that has ever happened to me.” 

–Shawna,
Habitat Homeowner



WWW.HABITAT-NOLA.ORG | 504.861.2077 @HABITATNOLA

Mary Porter can be found relaxing on her 
front porch almost every day. With the 
right amount of shade and a cool breeze, 
she sits with her mail and her house 
phone in her lap and watches over her  
Gentilly neighborhood. 

Mary has lived in her home since 1997 
and has shared it with her children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and 
even great-great-grandchildren. Born in 
St. Francisville as the eldest of 15 siblings, 
she moved to New Orleans to live with her 
aunts. After working at Saks Fifth Avenue 
for 30 years, her doctor told her it was 
time to retire, so now she spends her days 
in a comfy chair out front, greeting each 
passerby with “Hey, sugar” and a wave.

Inside her home, however, things had 
deteriorated.

“My showerhead broke so I had to put a 
stop leak on that, and the boards as you 
get in the shower, they were rotten, and 
the boards in the washroom, they’re 
rotten too,” she explained. This left a 
gaping hole in the floor next to the 
87-year-old’s shower, posing a major 
safety and accessibility issue. Like many 
elderly homeowners on fixed income, 
Mary didn’t have the resources to 
take on major repairs in two rooms of  
her home. 

Habitat completed her home repair 
projects through our A Brush With 
Kindness program. These projects allow 
long-time homeowners to remain fixtures 
in their communities. This is not only 
beneficial for the homeowners, but also 
for the community members that depend 
on them as a constant presence in a city 
of renters.

With the health of her home improved, 
Mary can enjoy the sunshine from her 
porch and watch over Clematis Street for 
years to come. 

“A BWK  provides 
much needed home 
repairs and peace of 

mind for homeowners.”
-Russell Preston, ABWK Project Manager

A Brush With Kindness: Mary Porter
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